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Language in the two -year old
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Abstract

Two stages in the vocabulary development of two-vear-olds are reported.
In the earlier Receptive stage, the child savs manyv fewer nouns than he
understands and savs no verbs at all although he understands many. The
child then begins to close the comprehension/production gap, entering a
Productive stage in which he says virtually all the nouns he understands plus
his first verbs. Frequency and length of word combinations correlate with
these vocabulary stages.

Young children are widely believed to understand a great deal more than
they say (Ervin, 1964, Lenneberg, 1966; McNeill, 1966, 1970). This com-
monplace may mean a variety of things. For instance, parents frequently
report that their children follow verbal instructions like “Go get the diaper
and bring it to Mommy” long before the children actually say such
sentences. More systematically, psycholinguists have reported that children
understand utterances containing certain grammatical constructions before
they say these utterances (Fraser, Bellugi & Brown, 1963; Brown & Bellugi,
1964; Lovell & Dixon, 1967; Shipley, Smith & Gleitman, 1969). For
example, three-year-olds can point to the picture illustrating “the car is
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Résumeé

Nous analysons ici le développement du vocabulaire de 'enfant de deux ans. er deux stades. Au cours
du premier stade, ““réceptif”, I'enfant dit beaucoup moins de noms qu'il n'en comprend et ne donne
aucun verbe bien qu'il en comprenne beaucoup. Ensuite, on assiste i une coordination compréhension/
production et cest le stade “‘productif™” ou i'enfant dit presque tous les noms qu'il comprend et
utilise ses premiers verbes. La fréquence des combinaisons de mots ainsi que leur longueur est fonction
des deux stades decrits,
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